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As part of the school’s Green-Schools Programme, [INSERT SCHOOL NAME] is actively encouraging students to travel ‘Green’. [INSERT SCHOOL NAME] are encouraging all drivers to stop idling at the school gate. EXPAND.

What is Idling?

Engine idling is any time your vehicle engine is running but you’re not moving, usually for more than 10-20 seconds. e.g. waiting outside school, at a red light, roadworks, etc. 

Reasons to Stop 

· Children are more susceptible to air pollution than adults because of their developing lungs and higher breathing rates.

· Chemicals from exhaust fumes are harmful and can aggravate asthma

· Unnecessary idling pollutes the air, wastes fuel, and causes excess engine wear

· When vehicles are idling outside a school, it is harder for students to hear cars that are actually moving, which might be hidden behind the idling vehicles

Idling Facts

· Idling vehicles emit higher levels of carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide and hydrocarbons. These pollutants contribute to global warming and worsen air quality
· It is not neccessary to keep your engine running to keep it warm. Your engine will stay warm for 30-60 minutes after switching the engine off.
· School bus engines do not need to idle more than a few minutes to warm up. Engine manufacturers generally recommend no more than three to five minutes of idling prior to start. The best way to warm an engine is to drive it.
· Increased restarting of a vehicles engine does only minimal damage to the engine, while only very slightly draining the battery. 

What you can do
· If you are going to wait more than 10 seconds, turn your vehicle off.

· Pledge to not idle unnecessarily anyplace, anytime.

· If you arrive early for school pickup on a cold day, find out if there is a warm place you can wait in the school for school to finish instead of idling outside and reducing air quality.

INSERT SCHOOL NAME OR LOGO HERE.
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