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Woodpigeon
Habitat Hero

Common Name:  Woodpigeon 
Irish Name:   Colm coille  

Scientific Name:  Columba palumbus

Seen in Ireland: 

Year-round

© Maurice Flynn, via www.irishwildlife.comThe Woodpigeon is the largest of the 
pigeons in Ireland. Approximately 40cm in 
length and weighs 300g.

It was originally a woodland bird, but it is 
very adaptable, so now is found in parks, 
gardens, and even in town centres too. 

It feeds on seeds, leaves, fruit including 
Ivy berries in particular, but also Haws, as 
well as buds and root crops. 

They live around 3-5 years but have been 
known to live longer than that. 
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Woodpigeon
Life Cycle

© Maurice Flynn, via www.irishwildlife.com

In Spring Woodpigeons 
find a mate and build a 
nest; this is usually a 

messy platform of sticks 
in a tree. Both birds help 

to build it.

2 eggs are laid in the 
nest, usually around 
the end of April. Both 
the male and female 

help incubate the eggs 
for about 17 days.

Adult pigeons produce a 
“milk” in their crop lining. 

They mix this with 
regurgitated food for an 
extra nutritious meal for 

their babies.

In the Summer after 
33-34 days of being fed 
by both parents, chicks 
have their flight feathers 
and are strong enough to 

take flight.

By Autumn young 
birds will have 

leave the nest and 
will feed 

independently of 
their parents.

In Winter birds can 
join really large flocks, 

up to a thousand 
birds, where there are 
good feeding grounds
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Woodpigeon

Some more Facts: 

• It is mostly grey in colour and has a relatively long tail and small 
head. 

• Overall, it is a rather stocky looking bird. It has white and green 
patches on the neck. 

• When in flight, large white wing bands across the upper wing are 
visible. 

• In the breeding season the males can be seen in upward-soaring 
display flights which end with a loud wing-clap. 

• There is a resident population of Irish Woodpigeons who live in 
Ireland year-round. 

• This population is added to by birds who migrate to Ireland form 
mainland Europe when the weather gets cold there. 

• This means very large flocks of can be seen here in the Winter-
time. 

• Some vegetable farmers are not big fans of Woodpigeons, as the 
birds can cause a lot of crop damage; they love to eat cabbages, 
sprouts, peas and grain! 
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