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Peacock Butterfly

Common Name: Peacock Butterfly
Irish Name:  Péacóg
Scientific Name: Inachis io

Seen in Ireland: 

Flight Period: 
April to June and 
Late July to September
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The wingspan is 62-70mm. 

Gardens, school grounds, woodlands and hedgerow. It 
hibernates through the winter.

Adults: feed on nectar from flowers including thistle, 
bluebell, cuckooflower, dandelion and teasel. Buddleia is 
a particular favourite for peacock butterflies. Caterpillars: 
eat the leaves of stinging nettles and hops.

Peacock butterflies can live for up to 11 months..
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Peacock Butterfly
Life Cycle
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Adult 
butterflies 

come out of 
hibernation (a 
long sleep over 

winter) in  
Spring, March 

and April

The mammy or 
‘female’ lays 
eggs on the 
underside of 

nettle leaves in 
May 

Eggs hatch 
after 7-21 

days, and little 
larvae called 
caterpillars 
come out.

In Summer they 
grow by changing the 
size of their skin or 

‘moulting’ a few 
times. After their final 
moult the caterpillars 

hang from plant 
stems in a cocoon to 
‘pupate’; this is when 

their whole body 
transforms.

After 3 weeks, 
the little 

animals come 
out of their 

cocoon in the 
shape of a 
butterfly!

The new butterfly 
will spend weeks 

feeding in 
preparation for a 

long winter 
without food. It 

will go into 
hibernation in 

Autumn.

Peacock Butterflies 
will hibernate in 
dry sheltered 

spots. Sometimes 
they think our 

houses or sheds 
are just the right 

spot for the 
winter!
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Peacock Butterfly

Some more Facts:
 
• The open wings are mainly a rusty red colour and have dramatic 

eyespots in blue pink and cream.
• The underside of the wings is a very dark brown all over. 
• The colourful eye-spots on the wings look like the marks on a 

peacock bird’s feathers, and this is where this butterfly gets its 
name.

• Metamorphosis is the name given to how a caterpillar becomes a 
butterfly or moth.

• There are four stages in the metamorphosis of butterflies: egg, 
larva, pupa, and adult. Adult butterflys lay the eggs

• The young that come out of the eggs are called ‘Larva’, in this case 
they are caterpillars.

• After a large feed the caterpillars are ready to pupate, it stops 
eating and finds a twig, leaf or branch to hang upside down from.

• After this, they spin a cocoon to sleep in where the pupa transforms 
into a butterfly. 


	Slide 1: Peacock Butterfly
	Slide 2: Peacock Butterfly Life Cycle
	Slide 3: Peacock Butterfly

