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Chaffinch
Habitat Hero

Common Name: Chaffinch
Irish Name:  Rí Rua
Scientific Name: Fringilla coelebs

Seen in Ireland: 

Year round

© Maurice Flynn, via www.irishwildlife.com

A Chaffinch is about 14.5 cm long, with a wingspan of 
24–28 cm and a weight of 18–29 g . 

The Chaffinch is one of Ireland’s most common finches. It 
is found in parks, school grounds, gardens, woodland and 
farmland. In winter they can form large flocks of 
hundreds of birds, especially in stubble fields and under 
beech trees. 

Outside the breeding season, they mainly eat seeds and 
other plant material that they find on the ground. During 
the breeding season, their diet switches to insects like 
caterpillars..

The chaffinch usually live for 3 years, although individuals 
have been known to live to a maximum of 12 or even 14 
years.
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Chaffinch
Life Cycle
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In February males start to 
defend their breeding 
territories, ready for 

Spring. Despite this early 
start in the year, the nest 
building does not begin 

until April.

The female builds the 
nest; usually a neat 
cup is made from 

moss and grass, webs, 
feathers and wool. It 
is often in a fork of a 

tree.

As summer starts in 
early May the female 
will lay 2-8 eggs and 

incubate them for 
around two weeks.

Once hatched, the 
chicks are fed mainly  

caterpillars and insects 
by both parents.  

Chicks will grow quickly 
and will be ready to take 

their first flight after 11-18 
days. 

Parents look after the 
young for a few days 
after leaving the nest 
and may then decide 

to have a second 
family in the late 

summer, if it’s not 
too late.

During the autumn and 
winter, Chaffinches will 

feed on seeds on the 
ground. They can 

sometimes form large flocks 
when doing this in the 

countryside. 
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Chaffinch

Some more Facts: 

• The plumage (feathers) of the Chaffinch is unmistakable and this 
species is unlikely to be confused with any other species. 

• Male's breast, face and underside is a pinkish orange-brown, and 
they have a blue-grey crown and nape (back of the neck).

• The female is more grey, with washed out grey under-parts (this is 
good for camouflage on the nest!).

• Both male and female display large white patches on otherwise 
blackish wings.

• Chaffinches have been found to have regional accents, with slight 
differences in the typical song depending on where in the country 
the bird lives. 
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