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Fast Fashion and the Global Goals

‘Fast fashion’ is a significant global challenge, negatively affecting multiple Global
Goals such as poverty, health, gender equality, clean water, decent work, and climate
action. Addressing these issues is essential for achieving the Global Goals and —

ensuring a sustainable future.

o Global Goal 1: No Poverty

POVERTY

TRRy Impact: Fast fashion often relies on low-wage labour in developing
countries. Workers in garment factories frequently face poor working
conditions and inadequate pay.

Solutions: Implementing fair trade practices, ensuring living wages, and
improving working conditions in the fashion industry can help alleviate
poverty and support economic growth in these regions.

Global Goal 2: Zero Hunger

Impact: Fast fashion can indirectly contribute to food insecurity, especially
in regions where agricultural land and water resources are diverted from
food production to grow cotton and other textile crops. This shift can reduce
the availability of arable land for food crops, potentially increasing food
prices and exacerbating hunger in vulnerable communities

Solutions: Promoting sustainable agricultural practices in the fashion
industry, such as organic cotton farming and reducing water usage, can help
preserve vital resources for food production.

Global Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

\ /\ Impact: Workers in the fast fashion supply chain are often exposed to

hazardous chemicals and unsafe working environments, leading to health
issues.

Solutions: Enforcing strict health and safety regulations, reducing the use
of harmful chemicals, and providing healthcare benefits can improve the
well-being of garment workers.

Ty Global Goal 4: Quality Education

EDUCATION

|!!|l Impact: Fast fashion can negatively affect the quality of education,
particularly in the Global South, where child labour is prevalent in the
garment industry. Children working in these conditions often miss out
on schooling, which perpetuates cycles of poverty and limits
educational opportunities

Solutions: Promoting ethical labour practices and enforcing strict
regulations against child labour in the fashion industry can help ensure
that children are not exploited for cheap labour. Supporting initiatives
that provide educational opportunities for children and fair wages for
adults can break the cycle of poverty and improve access to quality
education
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Fast Fashion and the Global Goals

GEunER Impact: The majority of garment workers are women, often subjected

Global Goal 5: Gender Equality l'
to gender-based discrimination and exploitation.

g Solutions: Promoting gender equality through fair labour practices,
providing opportunities for advancement, and ensuring equal pay for

equal work can empower women in the fashion industry.

e Global Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
AND SANITATION

Impact: The fashion industry is a major consumer and polluter of water.
E Dyeing and finishing processes release toxic chemicals into water bodies,
affecting local access to safe drinking water and ecosystems.
Solutions: Implementing sustainable water management practices, reducing
water usage, and treating wastewater can protect water resources and
improve sanitation.

Global Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

Impact: The fast fashion industry heavily relies on non-renewable energy
sources for textile production, transportation, and retail operations. This
results in significant greenhouse gas emissions and contributes to the
depletion of fossil fuels, undermining efforts to ensure access to affordable,
reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all.

Solutions: Implementing renewable energy sources within the fashion
industry's supply chain, from manufacturing to retail, can significantly reduce
its carbon footprint. Encouraging brands to adopt energy-efficient practices
and invest in sustainable technologies can contribute to achieving affordable
and clean energy targets.

DECENT WORK AND Global Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
ECONOMIC GROWTH

Impact: Fast fashion creates jobs but often in exploitative conditions that do
not contribute to sustainable economic growth.

Solutions: Encouraging ethical labour practices, supporting local artisans,
and supporting entrepreneurship in the fashion industry can create
sustainable economic opportunities.

o
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Fast Fashion and the Global Goals

Global Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
L Impact: The fast fashion industry's focus on low-cost and high-speed '

ANDINFRASTRUCTURE
production often results in minimal investment in sustainable
& infrastructure and innovation. This practice undermines the
development of resilient, sustainable industrial infrastructure.
Solutions: Investing in sustainable manufacturing technologies and
infrastructure can significantly reduce the environmental impact of the
fashion industry. Encouraging innovation through research and
development of eco-friendly materials and production processes can

enhance industrial sustainability.

10 e Global Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities

INEQUALITIES
A
=) Impact: Fast fashion exacerbates economic inequalities by often relying on

v exploitative labor practices in developing countries. Workers, particularly
women and migrants, are frequently paid extremely low wages and work in
unsafe conditions, perpetuating poverty and widening the economic disparity
between The Global North and South.

Solutions: Enforcing fair trade practices and ensuring living wages for
workers in the garment industry can help reduce inequality. Supporting brands
that commit to ethical labour standards and advocating for policies that protect
workers' rights can promote economic equality and reduce the gap between
rich and poor nations.

Global Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

Impact: The fast fashion industry contributes to urban waste and pollution,
straining the infrastructure of cities and communities. Rapid production and
consumption cycles lead to increased textile waste, which often ends up in
landfills, exacerbating urban pollution problems.

Solutions: Promoting circular economy practices within the fashion industry,
such as recycling and upcycling textiles, can help reduce urban waste and
pollution.
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Fast Fashion and the Global Goals

Pt Impact: Fast fashion promotes a throwaway culture, leading to
Ll enormous textile waste and resource depletion.
w Solutions: Promoting sustainable fashion choices, recycling
programmes, and circular economy models can reduce waste and

encourage responsible production and consumption.

Global Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production |.

Global Goal 13: Climate Action

Bk Impact: The fashion industry contributes significantly to greenhouse gas
emissions through production, transportation, and waste.

@ Solutions: Adopting sustainable materials, improving energy efficiency, and

reducing carbon footprints in supply chains can mitigate the fashion industry's

impact on climate change.

Global Goal 14: Life Below Water

i Impact: Microplastics from synthetic fibres and chemical runoff from garment
factories pollute oceans and harm marine life.

Solutions: Reducing the use of synthetic fibers, improving waste

management practices, and promoting the use of biodegradable materials can

protect marine ecosystems.

Global Goal 15: Life On Land

15 % Impact: Deforestation and land degradation for textile production (e.g.,
cotton farming) harm ecosystems.

Solutions: Promoting sustainable agriculture, protecting natural habitats, and

using eco-friendly materials can conserve biodiversity and restore ecosystems.

Global Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

dGl=2rie Impact: Fast fashion often involves labour practices that violate human rights,
SIS such as unsafe working conditions, unfair wages, and lack of union
1 representation. These practices undermine justice and strong institutions,
- perpetuating cycles of exploitation and inequality.

Solutions: Strengthening labour laws and ensuring their enforcement can
protect workers' rights and promote fair working conditions. Encouraging
transparency in supply chains and holding companies accountable for their
labour practices can help establish more just and equitable institutions.
Supporting organisations that advocate for workers' rights and investing in
ethical fashion can contribute to peace, justice, and stronger institutions

globally
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[

Global Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals ’

s Impact: The fast fashion industry's focus on low-cost, high-speed

production often overlooks the importance of global partnerships '
@ for sustainable development. This approach can undermine

international efforts to address environmental degradation and

labour exploitation, weakening the collaboration needed to

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Solutions: Strengthening global partnerships between

governments, businesses, and civil society can enhance the

fashion industry's sustainability. Collaborative efforts can promote

the sharing of best practices, technological innovation, and the

development of ethical supply chains. By working together,

stakeholders can drive systemic change in the industry, aligning it

with the broader goals of sustainable development

What other Global Issues do you think Fast Fashion has an impact on?

What Goal would you create to help achieve a sustainable future for fashion?
Draw it below and give it a title.

Global Goal 18:
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