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Teaching children about Global Goal 15: Life on Land is important for supporting an early
appreciation of our natural environment and the importance of protecting it. By learning
about biodiversity, forests, and sustainable land management, children become aware of
the vital role they play in preserving the planet. "Seeds of Change" by Jen Cullerton
Johnson aligns perfectly with this goal. The story of Wangari Maathai's efforts to plant
trees and restore the environment in Kenya demonstrates the impact one person can
have on the world. It teaches children about the interconnectedness of all living things
and the importance of taking action to protect our ecosystems. Through this book,
students learn to value their natural surroundings and understand their responsibility in
maintaining a healthy planet for future generations.

Global Goals Book Club and Global Goal 15: Life on Land

Included in this resource:

Seeds of Change Discussion Questions
Character Profile worksheet
Persuasive Writing Exercise
Seeds of Change Drawing Activity

This resource is designed to inspire your classroom with engaging activities that support
critical thinking and meaningful discussions centred around the Global Goal of 'Life On
Land’.

Age Group: Junior Infants - 5th class

We would love to see pictures of your bookworms artwork and creations from the
activities in our Global Goals Book Club. Please email any photos to
globalcitizenship@eeu.an.taisce.org



Seeds of Change

What is Wangari Maathai’s main goal in the story?1.
Why does she believe it is important to plant trees?2.
How does Wangari Maathai inspire others in her community?3.
What actions do the people take because of her influence?4.
Why are trees important for life on land?5.
Can you think of ways trees help the environment and living creatures?6.
What problems does Wangari Maathai face when trying to plant more trees?7.
How do these problems affect the land and the people living there?8.
What would happen if there were no trees in your local area?9.
How might this affect the animals, plants, and people living there?10.
How can planting trees help to combat climate change?11.
Why is it important to maintain forests and plant new trees?12.
What actions can you take to help protect life on land in your community?13.
Can you think of a small project or activity you could start with your classmates or family?14.
How can educating others about the importance of trees and forests make a difference?15.
What would you tell your friends or family about why it’s important to care for our land?16.
How does Wangari Maathai show perseverance and dedication in her work?17.
Why are these qualities important when working to protect the environment?18.
What does the story teach us about the relationship between humans and nature?19.
How should we treat the natural world around us?20.
Think about a place you know that could benefit from more trees. What steps would you
take to start a tree-planting project there?

21.

Who could you ask for help or support?22.
How do you think future generations will benefit from the trees planted today?23.
What message would you leave for future generations about caring for the environment?24.

Discussion Questions:

Seeds of Change
Read or listen to the story ‘Seeds of Change’ by Jen 
Cullerton Johnson with your class. The questions below
offer a guide for discussion with your class, along with
some actions and activities to complete.

Listen to the
story here.

Shorter Version
for Junior Primary
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWFdmOaDTxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWFdmOaDTxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWFdmOaDTxE
https://youtu.be/NUam2HNlAMo
https://youtu.be/NUam2HNlAMo
https://youtu.be/NUam2HNlAMo


Seeds of Change by Jen 
Cullerton Johnson 

Choose your favourite character and complete the questions below: 

Character Name:  Draw a Picture of your character: 

 ______________________ 

Personality : 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

What do you know about the Character? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What was the character’s problem? Did they manage to solve it? If so , how?  
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the character change over time? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 



In 2004 Wangari Maathai was the 

first black woman and first African 

woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize 

(one of the most important prizes in 

the world!)  She did it by creating 

change in her home country of 

Kenya, planting millions of trees and 

fighting for womens rights.  

If you could choose one thing to change about the world, what would it be? 

How would you go about creating that change?   

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________



‘Seeds of change’; Drawing Idea
Wangari’s motto : An idea as small as a seed but as tall as a tree 
that reaches for the sky must be planted in every child’s heart. 

Wangari challenges for us to state how we will protect nature 

and promote biodiversity? Her ‘little thing’ was planting trees,

what will yours be? 

Activity: Draw a seedling underground and as it reaches into the sky write your 

idea / word that inspires you to create change in your environment, like a seed 

no idea is too small…


