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Juice Carton Graph
Concept / Topic to Teach: Environmental Awareness and Care; Reuse and Recycling
Target audience: Primary School students of all ages  
Related workshop / game: Life of a plastic bottle Workshop; Hoola Hoop Game (Waste Sorting).

General Goal(s): Build a 3D graph from waste juice cartons and consider the volume of waste we produce. To help children understand why we should reduce, reuse, and recycle it where possible. Identify items we use every day and see if we can reuse them.
Specific Objectives: To develop ownership for everything we use in our daily lives from ‘cradle to grave’.
To get students to think along the principles of REDUCTION at source - do we need things in the first place? What happens to our waste?
To Work Scientifically – Questioning, Observing, Predicting, Investigating & Experimenting, Estimating & Measuring, Analysing, Recording and Communicating.
Seven Step Link:  All
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Required Materials: Drinks cartons – non recyclable
Preparation Level: Medium 
Students’ pre-requisite knowledge and skills: It helps if the school is already recycling and has clear colour coded or labelled bins for waste segregation.
Anticipatory Set (Lead-In):  Ask the following questions:
What is rubbish? 
Where does our rubbish go once we have put it in the bin? Show students a picture of a landfill site. 
Step-By-Step Procedures: Over the series of a week students collect their drink cartons from their lunch and wash the carton out. These can be recorded by sticking the carton onto a giant graph. The cartons are glued on by the teacher or by older children. This gives students a visual representation on the amount of containers being thrown away each day. 

Students pick a day when they will use a reusable container and look at the effect on the graph.

Encourage students to bring reusable drinks containers to school.
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Closure: 

Do you think if we reuse items like we can reuse our drink bottles and paper there will be less rubbish in bin?
Positive Action Class Star Chart: Teachers can establish a star chart where students are given a star each day they use a reusable drink container.  
Adaptations for students with learning difficulties:

State what you would have to change to make the activity accessible for students with (the more common) learning difficulties. 

Extensions (for gifted students)
Have something “up your sleeve” for those who finish quickly or find the lesson easy.
Links to other subjects

List links to other curricular areas. All of the National Primary Curricula are described in detail on the Department of Education website.

