
  

 

 

Travelling to School 

Students can travel to school in many different ways. Some students walk, 

some travel by car, some cycle, some take the bus, some scoot to school, 

and some use a combination of these. Over time the way that students in 

Ireland have travelled to school has changed: 

 

We would like you to take on the role of researcher and investigate how your 

journey to school compares to your parents and grandparents. Research is 

an important part of engineering work. Engineers carry out research and 

investigations at many points in an engineering project. This is to understand 

the needs they are designing for and if the engineering design is meeting 

these needs.   

Sometimes engineers carry out public consultations where they ask everyone 

to provide feedback on a project or design. Engineers also carry out 

research by conducting interviews or surveys with particular groups of 

people. In this exercise you will interview your family to find out how your 

parents and grandparents got to school (did they walk, cycle, take the bus, 

travel by car?) and how far they travelled (e.g. 1 km or 2km). You will then 

consider this in relation to how you travel to school and how far you travel to 

school to see if there are any differences and if there are differences what 

you think the reasons might be for these. 

Have fun researching! 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

1. How did your grandparents 
travel to school? 

 

 

2. How far did your 
grandparents travel to get to 
school? 

 

 

3. How did your parents travel 
to school? 
 

 

4. How far did your parents 
travel to get to school? 
 

 

5. How do you travel to school? 

 

 

6. How far do you travel to get 
to school? 
 

 

7. What are the differences 
between your journey to 
school and your parents and 
grandparents journey to 

school? 
 
 
 

 

8. What do you think are the 
reasons for these 
differences? 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


