
 
 

 
Guidance Note for Teachers 
Introduction 
The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Programme is an initiative of the Department of Transport and supported by the 

Department of Education. It is operated by An Taisce in partnership with the National Transport Authority (NTA) and 

local authorities. The programme has three aims: 

1. To accelerate the delivery of walking/scooting and cycling infrastructure on key access routes to schools. 

2. To provide “front of school” treatments which will enhance access to your school grounds. 

3. To expand the amount of bike parking available at schools. 

More information can be found on our website: https://greenschoolsireland.org/saferoutestoschool/  

The Safe Routes to School Engineers Week activity introduces the type of research that is often involved in 

engineering projects, with a focus on the design of our streets and roads. Pupils then get a chance to identify and 

come up with solutions for issues on their routes to school. 

Must-haves:  
A printed copy of the Travelling to School Worksheet for each pupil in your class 

A printout (A3 size) of the School Road Layout poster – decide how many groups to split your class into, and print 

one for each group. If is not possible to print the School Road Layout in A3, it can also be printed in A4 but the 

elements from the Road Design Elements sheet will be quite large on the page. 

Printouts of the Road Design Elements sheet – at least one for each School Road Layout poster, but two or three is 

better. 

Stationery – glue, scissors, blank paper, colouring pencils/crayons, other writing materials 

Optional:  
Access to Google Maps, displayed on your whiteboard 

Method 
You may choose to show the students the SRTS Engineers Week activity video to start the activity. 

1. Travelling to School Worksheet 

Before the lesson: explain to the pupils that engineers often do research at the start of a project. They are going to 

do the same type of research by finding out how things used to work, how they have changed, and why. Distribute 

the worksheets so that pupils can gather information from their adults to learn how people used to travel years ago 

as part of their research. 

In class: let the children have a discussion on the reasons for differences in ways of getting to school now compared 

to back then.  

2. How Far Can You Walk Worksheet 

Use the worksheet to guide the class in discussions on guessing how far they can walk. 

Initiate a discussion on what might slow you down when walking, and what might speed you up. 

Check the children’s guesses against the data provided for their age group. 
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Optional: using Google Maps, check what landmarks you might be able to walk to from the school within five, ten, 

and fifteen minutes. 

3. a. School Road Layout poster and b. Road Design Elements sheets 

The children start by colouring in the street layout poster and road design elements, and cutting out the road design 

elements. 

Working in groups, pupils now discuss the best place to put the road design elements. 

Now they can use glue to stick the elements to the poster where they think it would make the route better. The end 

result is their Front of School Design. 

Using blank paper and drawing/writing materials, the children can now design their own crazy solutions to common 

road design problems, and they should go wild! One idea our colleague came up with is a zipline instead of a zebra 

crossing!  

Sharing your students work 
Please send photos of the Front of School Designs to srts@eeu.antaisce.org so that we can see your students’ work. 
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