
 

Green-Schools Virtual Assessment 

A renewal visit takes place during the second year of your Green-Schools programme. 

Typically, the visit is completed before you submit your renewal application form.  Renewal 

visits are carried out either by your Local Authority Environmental Awareness Officer or by 

Green-Schools staff. The purpose of the visit is so that Green-Schools can see that you have 

an active Green-Schools programme in operation and that you have been maintaining 

previous themes, in addition to working on your current theme. You do not need to have 

completed every step before the renewal visit. To arrange your virtual renewal visit please 

contact your Local Authority’s Environmental Awareness Officer or Green-Schools. 

The purpose of the renewal visit is to show the assessor your Green-Schools work first-

hand. It is the Committee’s opportunity to convince the assessor that the school deserves to 

receive their next green flag. The best way to do this is by having as many Committee 

members present as possible during the visit and for them to talk freely and openly about 

the work that is going on in the school. Assure the students that the assessment is not a 

‘test’ and that it is more a ‘casual chat’. During the call you might also want to use the 

opportunity to share your screen to show the assessor items such as newsletters, survey 

results, your Action Plan, your Application etc. in order to showcase some of your work and 

achievements over the past two years. You could also share some photos of school trips, 

project work, artwork etc. You might even consider giving the assessor a virtual tour, you 

could show them your noticeboard, project work, bins, signage etc. Alternatively, if you have 

any concerns over your connection, perhaps you could send some photos/ documents to the 

assessor before the meeting or maybe even prepare a video and/or PowerPoint presentation 

of photos to show during the meeting. 

Preparation in advance of the visit: 

Once you have scheduled in a time, the assessor will go through the format of the 

assessment with you. Some things to consider in advance:  

✓ What Platform you wish to use-Teams/ Zoom/ Whatsapp? 
✓ Who can/will attend? Decide how you will get the committee together in one place, 

will there have to be a smaller representation of the Committee or maybe the 
Committee is one specific class in the school? 

✓ The assessor will send you a link in advance. Test your speaker and microphone 
before the meeting.  

✓ If using speakers, ensure they are plugged in. 
✓ Plug in your laptop charger beforehand or make sure laptop battery is full. 

✓ Have all documents/presentations/videos you are going to use open and minimised 

before the meeting. 



✓ Shut down emails/teams or anything else that has pop up notifications, so they don’t 

show when you are sharing your screen or distract you. 

✓ Have your ‘background’ decided in advance. Perhaps you could take a photo of your 

noticeboard or recent project work. 

✓ Practice before the meeting with where to place the laptop (on a desk/stool) facing 

the students so that the group can be seen. Locate yourself in a quiet area where 

you won’t be disturbed and make sure the lighting is good. 

✓ Perhaps meet with the Committee prior to the meeting to prep them and inform 

them of how the meeting will go. You could even go through the 7 steps with them 

too, to increase their confidence about speaking out and answering questions. 

✓ Props work really well on virtual visits, if you can have any props ready that relate to 

the theme do use them i.e things made from wood for Biodiversity or anything re-

used or upcycled for Litter & Waste. Even a background picture can add a bit of 

colour or a quick hands up survey to get some interaction. Try and make it fun for 

the students.  

✓ To ensure that each student gets a chance to speak and share their experience 

perhaps have each member or pod discuss a particular Step or element of the 

programme. Students can be shy speaking virtually therefore a bit of preparation will 

help calm their nerves. You can then help moderate the flow of the visit as you can 

call on students to answer questions.  

✓ Decide on whether a virtual tour will work or if not prepare some photos and videos 

in advance.  

Tips for during the visit: 

✓ Click on the meeting link you have been sent to join the meeting and make sure you 
have joined with audio and video.  

✓ Sit next to the laptop to increase volume, share screen, mute and unmute the laptop 

for student participation if necessary etc.. 

✓ It is often hard to hear students who are further away from the laptop, in that case 

relay the students response/ question or ask the student to approach the laptop to 

speak. 

After the visit 

Now it’s time to submit your application form online. Applications can be submitted up until 

June 25th 2021 https://greenschoolsireland.org/apply/ 

We will be in touch about results and awards after your application form has been 

submitted. 

Remember we are here to support you and make the assessment as fun and interactive for 

the students as possible. If you have any queries at all, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

https://greenschoolsireland.org/apply/

