GREEN-SCHOOLS TRAVEL

CYCLE BUS
GUIDE
What is a Cycle Bus?
A Cycle Bus is a great way to travel
to school with students cycling along
a designated route with parents
accompanying them.
It is a parent/guardian/communityled initiative whereby several
parents and volunteers lead groups
of cycling students to one or more
schools. Cycle Buses have a specific
route with stops along the way
where students can join. City-wide
cycle buses have been operating
successfully for students of multiple
schools in Galway, Limerick and
Dublin since early 2019 and have
now spread to other places around
the country such as Cork City,
Skibbereen and Kilkenny to name a
few.
Everyone has a right to cycle to
school and a Cycle Bus can ensure
a safer journey with everyone
cycling together in a convoy.

Gaelscoil Ui Riada,
Cork City

Benefits of a Cycle Bus:
Cycle Buses help to normalise cycling as a mode of
transport to school.
They are a fun and social way for
students to improve their cycling skills,
develop road-safety awareness and build
confidence, as well as reducing vehicular
traffic on the journey to school.
Organising a Cycle Bus can be an
effective way of encouraging large
groups of students to cycle to school,
which in turn alleviates congestion
at the front of school.
Studies have shown that students
who get fresh air and exercise on
their journey to school are more
alert and have better concentration
levels.

Where do we start?
•
•
•
•

Find out who is interested.

We would also recommend doing a route
audit/cyclability audit before you get
started and submit your findings to your
local authority.

Link in with other parents/
guardians/community members It would be helpful to see if the local
schools will assist also by contacting
and hold a meeting to discuss.
the principals and Green-Schools
Decide on a route and who can coordinators.
volunteer.
Green-Schools Travel officers are
The Cycle Bus will need dedicated based in every county in Ireland and
and reliable support and good can also give advice and assistance.
planning. We suggest nominating You can find contact information on
a person(s) to take the lead the Green-Schools website – https://
in coordinating the route and greenschoolsireland.org/about/ourschedule.
WhatsApp
groups people/
are commonly used when
coordinating Cycle Buses.

Who else can help us?
Local Schools, Local Gardaí, GreenSchools Travel Officers, Cycle Bus
groups around the country, Local
authorities, cyclist.ie, CYCLE RIGHT,
and Cycling Ireland.

More Information for new Cycle
Buses (links can be found on https://
greenschoolsireland.org/cyclebus):

•

Green-Schools
Cycle
Bus
guidelines
and
templates
(including editable print outs).

•

Cycle Bus, Ireland planning
document. Written by the Galway
Cycle Bus.

•

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County
Council Cycle Bus Guidelines.

Scoil Mhathair na Trócaire,
Limerick

How Green-Schools can help?
•

Green-Schools can assist with
funding for cycle parking and
CYCLE RIGHT training for schools.

•

We also offer a ‘Get In Gear’
cycle training course for parents/
teachers.

•

Contact Green-Schools for details
on these.

•

CYCLE RIGHT also have an online
training course suitable for
adults/second level students –
details on their website: https://
elearning.cycleright.ie/

Cycle Bus Community:
Help us to build a nationwide Cycle
Bus Network by registering your Cycle
Bus with Green-Schools to ensure that
everyone can link in for advice, support
and solidarity. Email for information:
cyclebus@eeu.antaisce.org.

