School Cycling Gender Gap Research
A Call for Volunteers
Dear Green-Schools Coordinator / #andshecycles Ambassador Support Teacher,
The aim of Green-Schools Travel is to promote sustainable modes of travel to school and reduce the use of the
private car. At present, there is a major gender gap between teenage girls and boys cycling to school. According to
the latest CSO figures, only one in 10 teenagers who cycle to school are girls. We are looking for students (of any
gender) to take part in a research study designed and implemented by Green-Schools Travel exploring the
experiences and perceptions of cycling for Second-Level Students in order to better understand and explain the
school cycling gender gap between teenage boys and girls. Participants can be non-cyclists and/or regular cyclists.
The study will involve online focus group (i.e. a group interview) by Green-Schools Travel Officer, Robert Egan, on
a secure, professional Zoom account (video conferencing platform). This focus group will involve five to eleven
other students in which they will have an opportunity to talk about and discuss their experiences and perceptions
of cycling. This focus group will take approximately one hour and will be video-audio recorded so that it can be
transcribed for analysis by the Green-Schools researcher. This focus group would ideally take place at home,
during or after school hours on the student’s personal device/computer and would therefore not need to be
facilitated by the school.
Data gathered will be protected and any information shared will be treated as confidential between participants
and will be anonymised in public communications. Participation is entirely voluntary and students may withdraw
at any stage without consequence. More information will be provided before direct involvement in the study.
Students taking part will have an opportunity to reflect upon, discuss and develop their experience and
understanding of cycling to school as a teenager. This could benefit the student by giving them a space to consider
their travel behavior, identify barriers to cycling, and think about solutions to these barriers. Indirectly, involvement
may contribute to policy developments to address the school cycling gender gap.
There is a possibility that participants recall uncomfortable or distressing events relating to one’s experience with
cycling and disclose sensitive information amongst one’s peers. These possibilities will be minimized at the
beginning of the focus group. The moderator will inform participants, first, that they do not have to share
information that they are uncomfortable sharing, second, that they can withdraw at any stage without providing a
reason and without negative consequence, and third, that the group commits to protecting the confidentiality of
all information shared by participants during the focus group by keeping such information private. In the case of
distress, participants will be directed to Childline services, a confidential listening service that enables free calls,
texts and live messaging to support any persons aged 18 and under.

If you are interested in participating or have any questions or concerns, please contact
Dr. Robert Egan, Green-Schools Secondary Schools Officer: regan@eeu.antaisce.org / 0871120460
Information of previous #andshecycles events can be found here:
https://greenschoolsireland.org/andshecycles-campaign/
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