T An Taisce
Primary School Case Studies

Ireland’s third Climate Action Week will run from October 14™-20t 2019. Here’s some helpful case
studies from Green-Schools around the country that took part last year.

St. Patrick’s B.N.S., Roscommon
Survey

In 2017 the Green-Schools Committee in St. Patrick’s B.N.S. used the Climate Action Week survey
to measure the baseline awareness and knowledge of climate change in their school.

SESE

All classes then explored climate change using photographs, videos and presentations based on
climate change, their personal carbon footprint and the polar regions.

Quiz
The school then held a climate change quiz and everyone got a certificate of participation.
Action Plan

The Green-Schools Committee then reviewed their current Action Plan with a focus on reducing
Greenhouse Gases.

Pledge

Every student and teacher in the school also made a #ClimateAction Pledge which they posted on
facebook to share with the wider school community. These are also displayed in their corridor for
any school visitor to see.

News

The Green-Schools Coordinator contacted the local newspaper and their picture appeared in the
Roscommon Herald as part of Climate Action Week.

Maths

At the end of Climate Action Week the whole school did the same survey again and then the older
classes compiled the data and created graphs showing the changes in awareness and knowledge
of climate change

"This is the first time our school has held an event like this and the experience has been very
positive for pupils and teachers. Everyone gained an insight into what climate change is, the
impact on our environment and how we can help to stop it. We look forward to this event next
year”.

Ms Beirne, Green-Schools Coordinator, St. Patrick’s B.N.S. Roscommon.
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Burnchurch N.S., Kilkenny

Whole School Effort

Climate change was the topic of discussion in the staff room of Burnchurch N.S. in the lead up to
Climate Action Week 2017. The whole school did an introductory lesson on climate change and
then individual class teachers came up with their own ideas also.

Senior
Senior classes did a web quest and looked at the climate change time machine.
3rd & 4th

These classes tied in their Climate Action Week activities with Maths Week and counted the
number of hours of energy saved by switching off devices left on standby.

Junior

Junior classes counted sockets, plugs, windows, doors and electrical devices in their room using
their ‘Maths Eyes’. The Green-Schools Committee then created bar graphs to show their findings.

Climate Conversation

At the end of the week, 1%t to 6™ class gathered together and had a collective Climate
Conversation, linking it in with their own personal stories from ‘Storm Ophelia’.

Pledge

Turn off appliances not in use.
Slogan

Climate change has to change.
Share

All Climate Action Week activities were then shared on the school facebook page to try and reach
a wider audience in the community.
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St. Francis N.S., Wicklow

Communications

To get the Climate Conversation started early, prior to Climate Action Week St. Francis N.S. put
up the Climate Action Week posters in school, the local church and community centre. The text
every parent in the school letting them know what activities were planned for Climate Action
Week. A flyer was sent home about the Climate Action Pledge and the Clothes Bank. Climate
Action Week was announced in a special whole school assembly.

Curriculum

All classes were given information on climate change. Junior classes did the Guzzler Quiz, 15t to
6t class participated in a Greener Living Slogan Competition and everyone monitored their new
classroom thermometers.

Planting

Each class got outdoors after Storm Ophelia to check on their winter vegetable beds and some
lucky students even got to plant some sampling trees!

Clothes Bank

69 bags of pre-loved clothes were collected for NCBI. This raised money for new school
equipment and provides stock for the charity shops. It's a win-win!

Climate Action Pledge

As the students were so good at collecting clothes, the whole school decided to make their
Climate Action Pledges a big WEEE battery collection. This means you are safely disposing of all
used batteries from each home and raising valuable funds for Ireland’s Children’s Hospice; Laura
Lynn.

Music

Climate Action Week ended on a high note with the whole school learning the song 'Big Blue
Planet’ and performing it for all the parents on Friday.

Scoil Bhride Glen, Longford.
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St. Oliver Plunkett N.S., Mayo.




